
 

 

I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go into the house of the 

Lord.” Psalm 122:1 

This sanctuary is the house of the King of kings! How should we reflect 

that reality as we enter and leave the sanctuary, or as we are in the 

sanctuary among our friends and our brothers and sisters in Christ?  

We invite you to consider that question; pray about it. What can each 

one of us do to make this sanctuary a sacred place for worship? 

 

Behavior in the House of God — Testimonies for the Church, Vol. 

5, Chapter 55. 

When the worshipers enter the place of meeting, they should do so 

with decorum, passing quietly to their seats. If there is a stove in the 

room, it is not proper to crowd about it in an indolent, careless atti-

tude. Common talking, whispering, and laughing should not be per-

mitted in the house of worship, either before or after the service. Ar-

dent, active piety should characterize the worshipers. 5T 492.1 

 

If some have to wait a few minutes before the meeting begins, let 

them maintain a true spirit of devotion by silent meditation, keeping 

the heart uplifted to God in prayer that the service may be of special 

benefit to their own hearts and lead to the conviction and conversion 

of other souls. They should remember that heavenly messengers are 

in the house. We all lose much sweet communion with God by our 

restlessness, by not encouraging moments of reflection and prayer. 

The spiritual condition needs to be often reviewed and the mind and 

heart drawn toward the Sun of Righteousness. If when the people 

come into the house of worship, they have genuine reverence for the 

Lord and bear in mind that they are in His presence, there will be a 

sweet eloquence in silence. The whispering and laughing and talking 

which might be without sin in a common business place should find no 

sanction in the house where God is worshiped. The mind should be 

prepared to hear the word of God, that it may have due weight and 

suitably impress the heart. 5T 492.2 

 

 


